The Treasure Principle - Week 1
“The Treasure Principle”
In the Egyptian National Museum in Cairo you can marvel at an outrageous display of
decadence and wealth such as most of the world has never known. It is the burial site of
King Tutankhamen, or King Tut, as he’s known. His body was found inside a solid gold
casket. He was buried with solid gold chariots and thousands of pure gold artifacts inside
gold tombs within gold tombs within gold tombs...the burial site was filled with literally tons
of gold. See the Egyptians believed in an afterlife--one where you could take earthly
treasures with you. But all the treasures intended for King Tut’s enjoyment in the afterlife
stayed right where they were buried until they were discovered by Howard Carter in 1922.
They hadn’t been touched for more than three thousand years.
Just down the street, not in a museum, but down a dirty side street with garbage
piled up on the sides and beggars and street vendors on the corners, there’s an
overgrown plot of grass with some faded tombstones in it. Though they’re getting hard to
read, you can still make out the name “William Borden” and the years 1887-1913. Borden,
a Yale and Princeton graduate and heir to great wealth, rejected a life of ease, renouncing
his fortune, in order to take the gospel to Uygher Mulsims in Northwest China. He stopped
off in Cairo, Egypt to study Islam and Arabic. In March 1913 he contracted cerebral
meningitis and died a few weeks later...he was 25. Inscribed on his grave were these
words: “Apart from faith in Christ, there is no explanation of such a life.”
The convicting reality is that many of our lives can be explained apart from faith in
Christ. And that's because we so often invest in the temporal rather than the
eternal. The way we treat our finances often reflects a counterfeit faith. It's as though
Jesus can be Lord of most of our lives...but when it comes to money...that's off limits. But
Jesus talked a lot about money. In fact, 15% of all he talked about was related to money.
That's more than all he talked about hell and heaven combined. He did so because he
was trying to show us that faith and finances are inseparable. They are inextricably
connected...though we may try to disconnect them. This week, let these scriptures and
questions unearth whatever idolatry you may have surrounding money. Let Jesus be Lord
of your entire life, not just the parts you're comfortable with.
SUNDAY Matthew 6:19-21

1. Why does Jesus say not to lay up for yourself treasures on earth? What does “lay up
for yourself” mean?
2. Why’s Jesus looking out for us? Why does he care what we do with “our” money?
3. What should we do with “our” money instead? How do you do that?
4. Seems simple enough. Don’t lay up down here. Lay up up there. Why isn’t it easy for
us? For you?
5. Does Jesus say we should run away from money and never use it? Is it evil? What
does 1 Timothy 6:10 actually say?
6. What do you treasure? How do you know?
7. Where is your heart? One way to diagnose this is when something terrible happens that
might affect your money, possessions, loved ones, etc. Do you panic? Does it cause
intense anxiety?
8. Where do you need to grow in laying up for yourself treasures in heaven?
9. Use the following link to begin to track where your money is going, so you can know
where your heart is. Set up an account, connect it to your bank account(s), assets,
investments, etc. We’ll be using it in the following weeks.

MONDAY Matthew 13:44
1. Read pg. 6-8 in The Treasure Principle for a bit of commentary on this passage.
2. How is the kingdom of heaven like this? How is it hidden? How is it like buried
treasure?
3. Does the kingdom of heaven demand that we sell all we have to be a part of it? If
not, what does that mean?
4. Notice "in his joy." Have you joyfully let go ownership of everything you have? What
does that look like?
5. How can we have joy when we're losing so much?
6. "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."
Meditate on that quote by Jim Elliott. Have you released the treasures of this world?
What still needs releasing?
7. Ask God to change your heart, so that you can truly live into his kingdom and
release the things of this world.
TUESDAY Deuteronomy 8:17-20
1. Have you ever caught yourself feeling entitled to all that you've worked for? Or, do
you ever get mad at God for something that costs you "your hard-earned money"?
2. What warning does God offer here to his people?
3. Why are you able to get wealth?
4. When it comes to your wealth, how have you forgotten "the Lord your God and
gone after other gods and served them and worshiped them"?

5. We know that God will not abandon us because of Jesus, but can you imagine if
that was hanging over your head every time you chased after money for the wrong
reasons, or desired to get rich? Spend some time in thanks to God that we have
the promise of Jesus' blood covering our sin, that will never cut us off from Yahweh!
6. Spend some time thanking God for the ability to build wealth, to provide for yourself
and family. Thank him for the provision you've seen in your life. You don't deserve
it. It's not your ingenuity that has placed you in the family you were placed in, with
the abilities you have, or the privileges that have led to your building wealth. It is all
the grace of God!
WEDNESDAY Matthew 19:23-30
1. Why is it difficult for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven?
2. How easily can a camel go through the eye of a needle? (No, this is not talking
about some smaller gate to enter Jerusalem, where a camel had to stoop down to
enter. No such gate has been found. That's why the disciples say what they say in
v. 25.)
3. What explanation does Jesus provide in v. 26?
4. Why does Jesus go into talking about sitting on thrones and judging the tribes of
Israel?
5. What does v. 29 say will happen to all those things you've left for the sake of
Christ? Do you really believe that?
6. What keeps you from believing Jesus' words here? Do you feel the difficulty he's
describing earlier in the passage?
7. What are some practical steps for you to begin to release your death-grip on the
treasures of this world? How can you begin to trust Jesus' words? Remember, as
difficult as it may feel, "with God all things are possible"!
THURSDAY Luke 3:10-14
1. After John the Baptist has preached the gospel of the kingdom, the people respond
by asking what they should do. How does John respond?
2. Notice in all three cases John talks about money. Why would he do that?
3. Weren't there worse things he could have told occupying Roman soldiers to repent
for?
4. How has your faith in Jesus and cooperation in his kingdom changed the way you
view and handle God's money?
5. Where is an area of growth?
FRIDAY Hebrews 11:23-26
1. How was Moses' life characterized by faith?

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

How was he able to reject his status and the pleasures of Egypt?
How can "reproach" be greater wealth than actual wealth?
What is the reward that Hebrews says Moses was looking to?
Is that the same reward you look to?
Do you see the way your faith and finances are connected? How has your faith
impacted your finances this week?

SATURDAY 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
1. Wow, verse 6 is a pretty straight forward if/then statement. Do you live as though
that verse is true? How have you seen that to be true in your life, positively or
negatively?
2. What are some ways that you have given "under compulsion" or "reluctantly."
3. Are you cheerful in your giving? If not, how would you describe your giving? How
could you become more cheerful in your giving?
4. What promise encourages us as we give cheerfully?
5. Notice how God meets the cheerful giving in v. 10! He multiplies what they have, so
that they can sow more and increase their righteousness.
6. Don't miss that: sowing faithfully leads to increased righteousness. It makes you a
better person. How might that be?
7. Why are you enriched in every way (v. 11)? See the cycle of sowing and reaping?
8. What does this cycle lead to?
9. It all leads to greater glory to God!
10. According to Paul, how is generosity through giving connected to the gospel (v.
13)?
11. What is the inexpressible gift in v.15?
12. Do you see giving as a "get-to" or a "got-to"? Do you see giving as a gift? What
practical steps can you take today to make giving the gift that it ought to be in your
life, so that your righteousness would increase in your obedience to the gospel,
which yields more thanksgiving and glory to Go?

