The Treasure Principle - Week 2
“Heaven Is Home”
In the book The Treasure Principle Randy Alcorn likens storing up treasure on earth to
fixing up a hotel room that isn't your permanent residence. He asks, “Would you fill your
hotel room with expensive furniture and wall hangings? Of course not. You’d send your
money where your home is.” In the same way, we often spend so much of our resources
on the things of this world that will only pass away, sooner or later. It illustrates the truth
that too often we live as though this earth is our home.
Paul's words in Philippians 3:17-20 are sobering. Those whose minds are set on
this earth are destined for destruction. Their god is their bellies, he says. They are only
concerned with temporary pleasure. Much like Paul's day, modern America has this same
mindset. We spend money we don't have to buy things we don't need to impress people
we don't like. But if we are Christians, our minds should be completely different. We are
citizens of heaven. And if citizens of heaven, then aliens of this world. We do not ultimately
belong here, and so we shouldn't act like we do. Our resources should be "sent on ahead"
to where our true allegiance lies: heaven. We do this by giving to God and his kingdom. As
A. W. Tozer says, “Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth.
Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.”
At Refuge, we encourage you this week first to become a citizen of heaven through
faith in Jesus Christ. The fact is, if you don't believe in a God that offers eternal life, then all
there is to live for is this life, and waiting for an eternal payoff is foolishness. But we know
that God so loved this world that he gave his only Son, Jesus, so that if any believe in him
they will have eternal life. Second, we want to encourage you to prioritize the eternal by
budgeting with the eternal in mind. Check out the questions below for Sunday, do the
study, and follow the link to set up a budget in this way. Finally, we'd like to invite you out
to our Bible study called "Financial Freedom, starting this Wednesday. In it you'll learn to
steward God's resources wisely, pay off debt, save for the future, and prioritize the eternal
with your finances so you'll be free from the love of money and the fear of losing it. We
hope you'll join us at the Refuge Church building at 211 Arthur Langford Jr. Pl. SE, Atlanta,
GA 30315 at 6:30, every Wednesday for the next 6 weeks. See you there!
SUNDAY Philippians 3:17-20
1. What unnecessary things does our culture pressure us to spend money on?

2. What unnecessary things do you spend money on?
3. Check out these stats:
- The average American home contains 300,000 items
- 23% of adults pay late fees on bills because they lose them
- 1 out of 4 houses with 2-car garages cannot fit a car in the garage
- On average Americans throw away 68 pounds of clothing per year
- Americans spend $1.2 trillion per year on non-essential items
- The average American household carries $8,398 in credit card debt (June, 2019)
4. It's safe to say that "we buy things we don’t need with money we don’t have to
impress people we don’t like." We think we own our possessions, but in reality, too
often they own us.
5. This is the same reality into which Paul is speaking in Philippians. There are some
who say they are Christians but their minds are completely set on this world. Their
desires are for their bellies, or for pleasures and stuff on this earth.
6. Can you relate? What part of you life would you feel embarrassed about if Jesus all
of a sudden showed up? Your closet? Your house? Your car? The way you spend
your EBT?
7. According to Paul, where is our true citizenship? Where is your home? How have
you made this earth your home?
8. Is all that you do in anticipation of Jesus, your Savior, coming back to get you and
take you home? Or, are you spending most of your resources making this earth
your home?
9. Last week we looked at where we spend our money. This week, we're going to
start budgeting, with eternity in mind. With that being the case, go to this link and
make a budget. If you haven't already opened an account, start there. Connect it to
your bank account, and get started!
MONDAY Revelation 19:7-9
1. Here in Revelation we see the end of all things, the consummation of all creation.
What is the scene described here? Where else is our relationship with God
described in these terms?
2. What's the importance of the verb "granted" in v. 8?
3. What ultimately is the righteousness of the saints? Where does it come from?
4. What are the implications of this scene for the way you live your life now? How are
you living in light of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb now? How does this touch on
how you allocate your resources?
5. Spend some time meditating on your marriage to Christ, and your preparation for
him. How does it make you feel? What do you feel led to do, believing one day this
scene will be a reality?

TUESDAY Ecclesiastes 5:10-15
1. What is God's promise to the one who loves money, wealth, or their income? We
probably tend not to think of ourselves when we think of loving these things. We
tend to think pretty highly of ourselves! What does love of money, wealth, and
income look like? How have you loved these things?
2. Have you experienced the dissatisfaction of loving money, wealth, and your
income?
3. What happens when you get more?
4. What is the only advantage of the one who gains more?
5. What is the benefit of being a day laborer versus the rich, who always eat their fill?
Have you experienced the freedom of simplicity in not owning much and making an
honest daily wage?
6. What happens when you hold on to riches (v. 13)? Do you really believe that?
7. How does the promise in v. 15 affect the way you view your money, things, etc. in
this life?
8. Ask God to set your heart free from the love of money, from believing it will ever
satisfy you. Ask him to help you see your spending habits and yourself more clearly.
Ask him to show you where you've compromised and justified ungodly use of your
finances.
WEDNESDAY 1 Timothy 6:17-19
1. Would you say you're rich? Go to the website below this box, put in your income,
and see how rich you really are.
2. So now that you know you're rich, what does Paul say you need to do (4 things)?
3. Does he tell you not to be rich? Is being rich morally wrong?
4. Why should you not put your trust in riches (v. 17)?
5. How should you be rich?
6. What does being rich in good works, generous, and ready to share do for you?
7. Notice again the language of "storing up treasure." It is future-focused, paying off
into eternity. But it is also focused on present fulfillment, taking hold of true life now.
8. Have you experienced the joy that is to be found in doing good, being generous,
and sharing readily? Try it out! Give generously today instead of spending it on
yourself. God isn't looking for something from you. He owns everything. He wants
something for you. He wants you to experience the joy that can only come from
having your hope on God and being rich in good works.
THURSDAY Hebrews 11:1-40
1. What is faith essentially? Do you see why giving to God and others is such a huge
part of that?

2. How important is faith to the Christian life (v.6)?
3. Write down all the verbs that come after "By faith..." Next, make a list of all the
actions in your life, the major decisions you've made because of your faith in Jesus.
4. What does it mean in v. 38 "of whom the world was not worthy"?
5. Do you have an other-worldly faith like the faith described in this chapter?
6. Ask God for the gift of faith, for more faith, so that others would see the God you
serve and where your hope truly lies.
FRIDAY 2 Corinthians 5:20-21
1. What is your job description as a follower of Jesus? What do ambassadors do? Is
there ever a time when they are not representing their country? What country are
you an ambassador for?
2. How does God make his appeal through you? When was the last time you let him
make his appeal through you?
3. Do you see how the way you spend your money and allocate your resources is
directly tied to your identity?
4. How is v. 21 tied to all this? How is Jesus the great Ambassador for the Father?
5. How can you live more fully into your job as an ambassador for Jesus? Where have
you "turned off" your ambassadorship in your life?
SATURDAY Acts 20:35
1. What is the blessing that is received in giving?
2. How is Jesus the perfect example of the truth "it is more blessed to give than to
receive"?
3. Where in your life have you missed out on the blessing of giving?
4. Giving is not just financial. Finances, though a large part of one's life, are just one
area of giving and stewardship. There is time, influence, talents, abilities, privilege,
etc. How can you better leverage these other resources for the good of others and
to show them Jesus?

